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7KH�ODVW�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�IULHQGV·�
SUHVHQFH�ZDV�D�VPDOO�ÀUHSLW�OLWWHUHG�ZLWK�
stone fragments. Expert analysis of the 

fragments seems to indicate that they 

had been produced during the making 

of strangely sophisticated stone tools. 

7KH�DVKHV�RI�WKH�ÀUH�FRQWDLQHG�WKH�
remains of their shoes and clothing. A 

small scrap of paper was also found in 

the ashes, containing the fragments of 

a hand written sentence. Using 

computer-algorithmic analysis, a 

hypothetical reconstruction of the text 

has been reproduced here, with the 

original fragments in bold:

“A hunter is someone who listens.

So hard to their prey that it pulls the 

weapon.

Out of his hand and impales.

Itself.”

*

*Fragment from Plainwater, 

Anne Carson, 1995. 
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7KHUH·V�D�SODFH�QHDUE\�ZKHUH�VRPH�
SHRSOH�GLVDSSHDUHG�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��
7ZR�IULHQGV�KDG�VHW�RXW�WR�ZDON�WKH�
OHQJWK�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�FDOOHG�WKH�
&DOHGRQLDQ�5DQJH��WKH�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�
RI�ZKDW�ZDV�RQFH�WKH�DQFLHQW�ULGJHOLQH�
RI�D�PRXQWDLQ�UDQJH�WKDW�URVH�XS�GXULQJ�
WKH�&DPEULDQ�RURJHQ\��D�SURFHVV�LQ�
ZKLFK�D�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�HDUWK·V�FUXVW�
ZDV�IROGHG�DQG�GHIRUPHG�E\�ODWHUDO�
FRPSUHVVLRQ��DERXW�����PLOOLRQ�\HDUV�
DJR��1RZ�LW�LV�VSUHDG�DFURVV�VHYHUDO�
FRQWLQHQWV��ZRUQ�GRZQ�ORZ�WR�YHVWLJLDO�
VXEDOSLQH�IHOOV��NQRZQ�IRU�WKHLU�KDUVK�
DQG�GLVRULHQWLQJ�WRSRL��7KH�SODQ�ZDV�WR�
ZDON�WKH�WUDLO�IURP�WKH�VRXWK�XS�WR�WKH�
QRUWKHUQPRVW�SRLQW�DQG�WKHQ��DIWHU�D�
UHVXSSO\��EDFN�DJDLQ��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�DIWHU�
DOPRVW�IRXU�ZHHNV�RI�ZDONLQJ��MXVW�LQWR�
WKH�UHWXUQ�OHJ�RI�WKHLU�MRXUQH\��WKH�WZR�
IULHQGV�KDG�HLWKHU�EHFRPH�GLVRULHQWHG�
DQG�LJQRUHG�WKHLU�PDS�DQG�FRPSDVV�
EHDULQJV��RU�WKH\�PDGH�D�FRQVFLRXV�
GHFLVLRQ�WR�VHW�RXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VRPH�
GHVLJQ�QRW�REYLRXV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR
�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKHLU�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�

7KH�H[DFW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�WKHLU�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH�UHPDLQ�XQNQRZQ��EXW�
VRPH�RI�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�VHDUFK�
KDYH�VSHFXODWHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�SRVVLEOH�
WKH\�KDG�EHFRPH�DWWXQHG�WR�VRPH�RWKHU�
VHW�RI�ODWHQW�\HW�GHPDQLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��
DQRWKHU�LQYLVLEOH�WHUDLQ�WKDW�RQO\�WKH\�
FRXOG�WUDYHUVH��,W�VRXQGV�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�
DQ\RQH�FRXOG�NQRZ�WKLV��EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�
HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�WKHRU\��7KH�
VHDUFK�WHDP�IRXQG�WKHLU�FDPSVLWH��ZLWK�
DOO�WKHLU�JHDU��WKHLU�VXSSOLHV��DOO�ODLG�RXW�
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�RQH�VHDUFKHU�ODWHU�
GHVFULEHG�DV�´LQWULFDWH��OLNH�D�VWDJH��RU�D�
WUDS�µ

7KHLU�WHQW�KDG�EHHQ�FDUHIXOO\�GLVPDQWOHG�DQG�
VHW�XS�LQWR�D�FRPSOH[�DQJOHG�IDQ��OLNH�VRPH�
NLQG�RI�VDWHOOLWH�GLVK��7KHUH�ZDV�D�
VWHHO�FDUELGH�WLSSHG�WUHNNLQJ�SROH�VWLFNLQJ�
RXW�RI�WKH�FHQWHU��DQFKRUHG�LQWR�WKH�FRQFDYH�
VXUIDFHV�E\�D�JHRPHWULF�ZHE�RI�ÀQH��UHÁHFWLYH�
SDUDFRUG��,W�FDXJKW�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�YLEUDWHG�ZLWK�
DQ�LQFUHGLEO\�GHHS�DQG�UK\WKPLF�WKUXPPLQJ��
WKH�IUHTXHQFLHV�RI�ZKLFK�FDXVHG�SKDQWRP�
KDUPRQLFV�WR�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�PLQG�RI�WKH�
REVHUYHU�

7KHLU�WLWDQLXP�FRRNLQJ�JHDU�KDG�EHHQ�XVHG�DV�
DQ�DG�KRF�ODERUDWRU\�LQVWDOODWLRQ��ZKLFK�WKH\�
KDG�XVHG�WR�ERLO�GRZQ�WKH�V\QWKHWLF�IDEULFV�RI�
WKHLU�VOHHS�V\VWHPV��WKHLU�GRZQ�EDJV�DQG�
EUHDWKDEOH�ZDWHUSURRI�ELYY\�VDFNV�DQG�
LQVXODWLQJ�PDWV��7KH�SODVWLF�ÁXLG�KDG�EHHQ�
SRXUHG�LQWR�PRXOGV�PDGH�IURP�WKHLU�UDLQ�JHDU��
ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�ÀQHO\�GLVDVVHPEOHG��WKH�
EUHDWKDEOH�PHPEUDQHV�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�
KDUGVKHOO�RXWHU�OD\HUV�

7KH�VKHOOV�KDG�EHHQ�IROGHG�LQWR�URXJKO\�
FXELF�IRUPV��WKHLU�FRUQHUV�DQG�HGJHV�VHDUHG�
RYHU�WKH�ÀQH�MHWV�RI�WKH�DOXPLQXP�DOFRKRO�
VWRYH�DQG�WKHQ�GRXVHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�WR�
KDUGHQ�WKHP��7KH�SODVWLF�ÁXLG�RI�WKHLU�VOHHS�
JHDU�KDG�EHHQ�SRXUHG�LQVLGH�XQWLO�LW�ÀOOHG�
WKH�PRXOG�DQG�WKHQ�OHIW�WR�FRRO��7KH�VKHOOV�
KDG�WKHQ�EHHQ�SHHOHG�RII�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�
FDVWV�²ÀQHO\�SDWLQDWHG�DOPRVW�FXEHV�RI�VROLG�
REVLGLDQ�RLO²�KDG�EHHQ�EXULHG�VHYHUDO�IHHW�
XQGHU�WKH�FDPSVLWH��7KH\�KDG�GXJ�WKH�KROHV�
XVLQJ�WKRVH�ZLGH��ÁDW�WHQW�VWDNHV�XVHG�LQ�
VQRZ�FRQGLWLRQV��WKH�RQHV�GULOOHG�IXOO�RI�KROHV�
WR�OLJKWHQ�WKHP�

7KH�EUHDWKDEOH�PHPEUDQHV�RI�WKH�MDFNHWV�
KDG�EHHQ�VWUHWFKHG�ORZ�RYHU�WKH�JURXQG�
DQG�SHJJHG�GRZQ�ZLWK�WKH�VQRZ�VWDNHV��
VHPL�WUDQVSDUHQW��PLFUR�SRURXV�VXUIDFHV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�FDWFK�GHZ��7KH�OLTXLG�ZDV�
IXQQHOHG�WKURXJK�WKH�VOHHYHV��DQG�
FROOHFWHG�LQ�D�ZKLWH��WDUS�OLQHG�SLW��DERXW�DQ�
DUP·V�OHQJWK�GHHS�DQG�D�VKRXOGHU·V�ZLGWK��
)ORDWLQJ�KDOIZD\�GHHS�LQVLGH�WKLV�PLQLDWXUH�
ZHOO�ZDV�D�VPDOO�JORZLQJ�XOWUDYLROHW�ODPS��
WUDSSHG�LQVLGH�D�WUDQVSDUHQW�ZDWHUSURRI�
FDPHUD�FDVH��EXR\DQF\�SHUIHFWO\�DFKLHYHG�
E\�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�ODPS�DQG�WKH�DLU�LQVLGH�
WKH�FDVH��7KH�89�HPLWWHG�E\�WKH�ODPS�VORZO\�
PXWDWHG�WKH�'1$�RI�DOO�QHDUE\�EDFWHULD��XQWLO�
WKH\�ZHUH�LQFDSDEOH�RI�UHSURGXFLQJ�

7KH�UHVW�RI�WKHLU�FORWKHV�WKH\�VXVSHQG�
HG�RYHU�WKHLU�HPSW\�SDFNV��XVLQJ�WHQW�
SROHV�WR�DUUDQJH�WKH�DUPV��OHJV�DQG�
KDWV�WR�ORRN�OLNH�WZR�SHRSOH�VLWWLQJ�DW�
D�FDPS��2QH�KDG�WKHLU�KHDG�XSWXUQHG�
DQG�WKHLU�DUP�RXWVWUHWFKHG�SRLQWLQJ�
WRZDUGV�WKH�VN\��WKH�RWKHU�VDW�KXQFKHG�
RYHU�WKHLU�RZQ�ODS��VWDULQJ�GRZQ�DW�WKH�
VKDUSHQHG�WLWDQLXP�VWDNH�ZKLFK�WKH\�
ZHUH�ODVKLQJ�WR�D�ORQJ�FDUERQ�ÀEHU�
SROH��ZKRVH�RWKHU�HQG�ZDV�ÁHWFKHG�
ZLWK�GRZQ�IHDWKHUV�IURP�WKHLU�VOHHSLQJ�
EDJV�

7KH�WZR�IULHQGV�KDG�NHSW�RQO\�WKHLU�
VKRHV�DQG�WKHLU�XQGHUOD\HUV��DQG�KDG�
VWUXFN�RXW�DFURVV�WKH�DQFLHQW�ULGJHOLQH��
KHDGLQJ�WRZDUGV�D�VSRW�ZKHUH�PLOOLRQV�
RI�\HDUV�EHIRUH�KDG�HPHUJHG�VKDUS��
IUHVKO\�VFDUUHG�SHDNV��HUXSWLQJ�VORZO\�
RXW�RI�WKH�VXSHUFRQWLQHQW�

7KHLU�PDSV�DQG�FRPSDVVHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�
VRPH�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�FDPSVLWH��7KH�
FRPSDVVHV�KDG�EHHQ�SODFHG�EHWZHHQ�
WZR�LURQ�ULFK�VWRQHV��ZKLFK�FDXVHG�WKH�
QHHGOHV�WR�VSLQ�FRQVWDQWO\��7KH�PDSV�
KDG�EHHQ�IROGHG�LQWR�ZKDW�VHHPHG�WR�EH

D�VFDOH�PRGHO�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�WHUUDLQ�
LWVHOI��SHUKDSV�DV�LW�KDG�EHHQ�DHRQV�
EHIRUH��WRSRORJLFDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�SRLQWV�
SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�
SDSHU�PLQLDWXUHV��7KH�PRGHOV�ZHUH�
NHSW�XSULJKW�E\�DQ�LQJHQLRXV�XVH�RI�WHQW�
VWDNHV�DQG�ZLQG�VKHDULQJ�
JHRPHWU\��DQG�VXUURXQGHG�WKH�VSLQQLQJ�
FRPSDVVHV�OLNH�D�SURWHFWLYH�EDUULHU��
VKLHOGLQJ�WKHP�IURP�WKH�HOHPHQWV�
:KHQ�ODWHU�LQWHUYLHZHG�DERXW�WKH�HYHQWV��
RQH�RI�WKH�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH�ZRUNHUV��
DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�ORVW�SHUVRQ�
EHKDYLRXU��VDLG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKHLU�
SHUVRQDO�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�WKH�DUUDQJHP
HQW�RI�FRPSDVVHV�DQG�PDSV�LQGLFDWHG�D�
GHSDUWXUH�IURP�D�ORFDOL]HG��
WHPSRUDOO\�GHÀQHG�IRUP�RI�QDYLJDWLRQ��
6KH�VDLG�WKDW�LW�VHHPHG�WR�KHU�WKDW�WKH�
WZR�IULHQGV�KDG�SHUFHLYHG�DQ�
RULHQWDWLRQ�RXWVLGH�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�YLVLEOH�
WR�WKH�VHDUFK�WHDP��RU�DQ\RQH�HOVH�IRU�
WKDW�PDWWHU��DQG�WKH�RQO\�FOXHV�ZH�PLJKW�
KDYH�ZRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�SUHFLVH�DOLJQPHQW�
DQG�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GpWRXUQHG�HTXLSPHQW��
6KH�K\SRWKHVL]HG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�EHLQJ�XVHG�
WR�PDS�D�WHUUDLQ�DQG�SORW�D�WUDMHFWRU\�
LQYLVLEOH�WR�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�UHVLGH�PRUH�
RU�OHVV�FRQVWDQWO\�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW��
PRGHOLQJ�D�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�
H[WHQGHG�HLWKHU�WKURXJK�WKH�GHHS�SDVW��
RU�D�GHHSHU�IXWXUH��LQ�PHPRULDP�IRU�D�
PRQROLWKLF�DQG�DOLHQ�ZRUOG�ORQJ�JRQH��RU�
LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�VRPH�IXWXUH�
QDYLJDWLRQ��WKH�ÀUVW�DVFHQW�RI�D�SHDN�VWLOO�
\HW�WR�IRUP�


